
Leaders 173volume 33, number 4 posted with permission. copyright © 2010   magazine, inc.

Founded in 1979, La crema winery 
(www.lacrema.com) is known for intensely fl a-
vored chardonnay and pinot noir from the cool 
coastal regions of california. La crema hand-
crafts wines of distinct fl avor and pursues the 
ultimate expression of the russian river valley, 
carneros, anderson valley, sonoma coast, and 
monterey.

wine afi cionados will ap-
preciate the winery’s appellation 
series, which showcases the dis-
tinct character of fi ve of the fi n-
est appellations for pinot noir, 
chardonnay, and syrah. new re-
leases include the 2008 sonoma 
coast chardonnay, boasting vi-
brant citrus and crisp green apple 
aromas, laced with subtle notes 
of butterscotch and clove, and 
the 2009 monterey pinot noir, 
offering layered fl avors of straw-
berry and plum joined by cocoa 
powder and espresso bean.

the nine barrel offers the finest, most 
distinctive chardonnay and pinot noir of the 
vintage. the 2007 nine barrel chardonnay 
provides aromas of baked apple and but-
terscotch blended with subtle nuances of 
lemon cream and sweet nougat, while the 
2007 nine barrel pinot noir offers the palate 

blackberry, cherry, cola, and 
black licorice, as well as sub-
tle coffee bean and spice.

Wines & Spirits’ 21st annual 
restaurant poll awarded La 
crema the title of “#1 most 
popular pinot noir” for their 
sonoma coast 2008 pinot noir, 
and The Wine Advocate gave 91 
points to their 2007 Los carneros 
pinot noir.

the winery is not open to 
the public, but visitors can enjoy 
their tasting room in healdsburg, 
california. La crema is a mem-
ber of the russian river wine 
road, russian river valley 
winegrowers, sonoma county 
vintners, sonoma valley 
vintners & growers alliance, 
and Family winemakers of 
california.•
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