
CHAUNCEY DEVEREUX STILLMAN HELD STRONG 
convictions about life, art, nature, and religious faith, and he 
acted on them.

A gentleman’s gentleman born into wealth, 
Stillman possessed a keen, active intelligence and 
a wide range of interests including history and 
literature, coaching, land and water conserva-
tion, and classical gardens. In June 1938, these 
pursuits led him to establish the Homeland 
Foundation, whose primary asset became 
the incomparable Wethersfi eld.

Stillman was the grandson of James 
Stillman, who was President of what now 
is Citigroup. James Stillman had three sons 
and two daughters. The daughters married 
William Rockefeller’s sons. One of James’s 
sons was Charles Chauncey Stillman, 
Chauncey Devereux Stillman’s father.

Raised a Protestant, Stillman con-
verted to Catholicism in his mid-40s. Like 
every decision in his life, it was a care-
ful, thoughtful one. “In 1952, I joined the 
Catholic Church after three decades of de-
liberation,” Stillman said. “Thus with desti-
nation known, charts and fare provided, 
and company too, I look forward cheerfully 
to the remainder of the voyage.” Stillman’s 
Catholic faith deepened in the succeeding years 
and became a touchstone for the charitable and 
cultural endeavors that were to absorb his life.

Homeland was created for purposes that re-
fl ected Stillman’s specifi c philanthropic interests includ-
ing “to display art and period furniture; to sponsor religious 
charitable, scientifi c, and literary programs; to use for cultural 
activities; public outdoor recreation and scenic enjoyment; protec-
tion of natural environmental systems; conservation, cultural, intellectual, reli-
gious, and recreations purposes; preservation of natural wildlife; and to make 
other contributions and gifts, but only if made for exclusively public purposes.”

Stillman led Homeland until his death on January 24, 1989, when E. 
Lisk Wyckoff, Jr., who was designated by Stillman as President of its Board 
of Trustees, took over. Also, at the time, Stillman made his bequest of the 
Wethersfi eld Estate and much of his personal art collection to the Homeland 
Foundation, while leaving his other assets to his immediate family. Following 
Wyckoff’s death on November 26, 2012, his widow Elizabeth Wyckoff, who 
had known Stillman and had a longstanding familiarity with the business of 
the Foundation, was elected President of the Homeland board.

Mrs. Wyckoff shared the following: “Mr. Stillman was a man known 
for his precision, protocol, and punctuality. We had lunch in his apartment 
on many occasions, always arriving downstairs 15 minutes early. With the 
help of a stopwatch, our presence was announced exactly on time. The 
conversation invariably revolved around Mr. Stillman’s estate planning and 
the complicated process of giving money away. He was quite explicit with 
regard to the disposition of his assets. And he was specifi c with regard to his 
cautionary instructions about making grants. He stressed the importance of 

giving to organizations well known to his trustees and in the context of per-
sonal relationships within those organizations, in order to ensure 

the intended use of the gifts to the greatest extent possible.
As we departed, Mr. Stillman would hand me a bou-

quet of peacock feathers collected from his country 
estate and formally bid us farewell. It was an extraordi-

nary encounter with an extraordinary man.”
In ensuing years, per Stillman’s wishes 

and under the farsighted leadership of Lisk 
Wyckoff, Homeland has made some extraor-
dinary grants to a wide array of religious, 
aesthetic, and educational institutions, 
which directly refl ected Stillman’s personal 
interests or the philosophies he upheld. In 
many cases, these gifts resulted in trans-
formational change to the recipient or-
ganizations. Stillman’s religious faith and 
the themes of restoration and preserva-
tion were fundamental to the bequests 
Homeland made during his tenure.

Stillman was an avid collector of 
Renaissance art and passionate about art res-
toration. A leading example is a grant made 
to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, especially 
its sponsorship of the stunning 2005-2006 Fra 

Angelico Exhibit. The exhibit was the fi rst com-
prehensive showing in the United States of the 

Italian Renaissance master’s artwork from through-
out his career (1410 to 1455). Homeland’s support of 

the Fra Angelico exhibit resulted in the restoration of 
original Fra Angelico triptyches, whose parts had been 

separated and lost over the course of history.
Even though Stillman had passed away more than 15 

years earlier, his religious faith was alive in Homeland’s gift, for 
Fra Angelico, known as the “angelic friar,” who was born Guido di 

Pietro in Florence, Italy, and became a Dominican monk. He was beatifi ed in 
1984 by Pope John Paul II and declared the patron of painters.

The foundation’s support of religious art extended to Rome, where 
Homeland made a series of grants to the Vatican Museums over two decades. 
In 1998, under the leadership of Mr. Wyckoff, Homeland made a grant to the 
Vatican Museum for the restoration of the panel in the Sistine Chapel entitled 
“The Journey of Moses,” painted by Pietro Vannucci in the 15th century.

The foundation has supported many educational institutions through fund-
ing programs related to architecture, Catholic studies, creative expression, ethics, 
music, and theological inquiry. These efforts extended into the heart of New York 
City with grants to the Inner City Scholarship Fund, providing education for more 
than 650,000 students.

In accordance with Stillman’s passionate vision, Homeland Foundation 
has supported a variety of signifi cant charitable undertakings over the years 
with major institutions. Today, under Mrs. Wyckoff’’s leadership, the founda-
tion will focus on the beautiful Wethersfi eld estate and its interface with the 
surrounding community.•

The Legacy of 
an Extraordinary Man

Above :  Chauncey  Devereux  S t i l lman
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IT’S AN OASIS. IT’S A REFUGE. IT’S A PLACE 
to fi nd your inner self. And it is one of the fi nest 
garden properties in North America.

Wethersfi eld Garden occupies 1,200 acres in 
northeast Dutchess County, New York, where it is 
the highest point in the region with an elevation of 
1,200 feet. From that vantage point, it offers majes-
tic views of the Berkshires and Catskills. Comprised 
of a Georgian-style house – which serves as an 
art museum, classical gardens, a carriage house, 
and a farm – Wethersfi eld welcomes visitors from 
June to September.

Today, Wethersfi eld is the jewel in the crown 
of the Homeland Foundation. It was established in 
1938 by Chauncey Devereux Stillman, a philanthro-
pist and investor.

“Wethersfi eld is the defi nitive work that my 
grandfather, Chauncey Stillman, left to the world,” 
said Peter Budnik, who is at work on a chronicle 
of Stillman’s life. “My grandfather loved nature and 
wanted to preserve it. He loved art and architec-
ture, and had a keen sense of order. And he was 
deeply religious.”

All of this is available to behold at the remark-
able Wethersfield. To gain the richest pos-
sible appreciation of Wethersfi eld, it helps to know 
something of the life and character of Chauncey 
Stillman.

Stillman was a true Renaissance man, a man 
of parts – a rare phenomenon in today’s world. The 
Stillman character combined manly characteristics 
(he was a combat intelligence offi cer in World War 

II and later Commodore of the New York Yacht Club), intellectual curiosity (he was learned in everything 
from history and literature to soil and water conservation), and an extraordinary aesthetic sense (he loved 
fi ne art, horse-drawn carriages, classical gardens, and religious thought, and he possessed a fi ne sense of 
order).

For such a man, the meticulous acquisition of the parcels that make up Wethersfi eld, the careful 
planning of the property according to the best use of the soils and water resources, and an ingenious 
plan for buildings and gardens that perfected an incomparable natural setting, were a calling to which 
he committed himself completely.

Stillman purchased the original property, a dairy farm, and named it Wethersfi eld Farm after 
Wethersfi eld, Connecticut, where his ancestors had settled in the late 1600s. He began his enhance-
ment of the property by addressing conservation and environmental issues. Under Stillman’s initiative, 
Wethersfi eld became one the fi rst farms in Dutchess County to practice soil and water conservation. 
Stillman created 12 ponds on the property for drainage and irrigation and initiated reforestation procedures 
and the use of contour plowing and crop rotation. All of this was done as the Dust Bowl crisis continued 
in other parts of the United States.

An equine enthusiast, Stillman rode with the Millbrook Hunt. He decided in 1960 to introduce the art 
of carriage driving at Wethersfi eld. He acquired a collection of carriages, dating from 1850 to 1910, select-
ing the Hackney horse to drive them. Twenty miles of carriage roads were developed on the property and 
Stillman rode on them daily.

Above: The striking Gloriette room in the House at Wethersfi eld offers an exquisite collection of paintings and sculptures, together with 
Baroque-style frescoes by Italian artist Pietro Annigoni; Lower left: The painting, Mother Holding a Nude Baby Playing with a Toy Duck, by 
impressionist Mary Cassatt, is one of Wethersfi eld’s treasured artworks.

Where Philanthropy 
Begins at Home
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What makes Wethersfi eld such a magical 
place? Let’s take a tour and fi nd out.

The House is a good place to start. The 
Georgian revival, colonial brick building, while 
beautifully designed, is not particularly imposing 
from the outside. Inside, however, it is a feast for 
an esthete’s eyes. Designed by architect Bancel 
LaFarge in 1939, the House is confi gured so that 
the gardens outside align with the windows of 
the House, with views offering framed pictures of 
the prominent features of the surrounding formal 
Garden. But what attracts us when we enter the 
house are the stunning treasures assembled here.

The antiques, paintings, and sculptures in 
Chauncey Stillman’s dazzling collection date from 
the 15th to the early 20th century and include 
such paintings as Toulouse-Lautrec’s L’Enfant au 
chien, fi ls de Madame Marthe et la chienne, Mary 
Cassatt’s Mother Holding a Nude Baby Playing 
with a Toy Duck, Bartolome Esteban Murillo’s 
Madonna and Child, and a Gilbert Stuart portrait 
of George Washington, together with sculptures 
by Antonio Canova and Joseph Stachura.

The striking South Wing, or “Gloriette,” was 
designed by architect George F. Poehler and com-
pleted in 1973 as a one-room extension to the 
entrance façade of the House. It is a somewhat 
smaller, more intimate version of a large ballroom 
found in a beaux arts mansion. Stillman’s sense of 

order is again evident in the design of the Gloriette, which includes a 
collection of paintings and sculptures. A feature that invariably pleases 
visitors is the display of Baroque-style frescoes by Italian artist Pietro 
Annigoni. Stillman and Annigoni were friends, and one of the frescoes 
includes whimsical views of the two men together in the forest.

Stepping outside into the Garden, we begin to get a feeling for 
its natural beauty, proportion, and meditative quality.

Wethersfi eld Garden is a three-acre formal garden created by 
Stillman. It was designed on an east/west and north/south axis and 
was claimed from sloping pasture land and fi elds.

The inspiration for Stillman was the garden of the Italian 
Renaissance and its use of water, sculpture, topiary, and terraces. The 
Garden began on the north side of the house, when landscape archi-
tect, Bryan J. Lynch and Stillman created the Inner Garden from 1940 
to 1941 in the 19th Century English style.

The remaining Garden was created over a 25-year period begin-
ning in 1947 when Stillman retained landscape architect, Evelyn N. 
Poehler. It is a garden of landscape architecture, different shades of 
green, and varying textures of plant material.

The presence of water in the Garden enhances the vistas by 
elongating the views and creating tranquil sounds. In the intimate 
Inner Garden, dolphin-shaped fountains spout into a long narrow 
canal.

Throughout the Garden are sculptures created by deMarco, 
Watts, Flannagan, and Stachura, several with religious themes. The 
Garden blends these formal elements with those found in the native 
landscape.

Architectural features including a terrace or statues and urns 
work as visual nodes, while fl owers play a role in accenting and 
provide contrast for these focal points, as well as exotic trees, such as 
orange and gardenia. The Arborvitae Allée and the Peacock Walk are 
two of the Garden’s inviting walkways. Looking down these greenery-
lined corridors, our eyes are drawn to distant objects such as the Naiad 
Fountain or the Belvedere.

Above: Wethersfi eld House, designed by architect Bancel LaFarge in 1939, serves as a 
museum displaying the late Chauncey Stillman’s world-class art collection; 
Lower left: The Belvedere in Wethersfi eld Garden beckons visitors to climb the steps and take 
in spectacular views of the surrounding countryside.
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Wethersfi eld’s Garden is a place to retreat 
from the busy world for a time and to indulge in 
its tranquil mood. The bubbling and rippling of 
the water in the ponds enhances a visitor’s detach-
ment. In this beautiful, ordered haven, one can re-
fresh, contemplate, and pray. And to encourage 
creativity, there is no more inspirational setting than 
the Garden.

Now, let’s take a short trip down to the 
Carriage House. Stillman, an accomplished eques-
trian enthusiast, built Wethersfi eld Stables in 1937 
to house riding horses for fox hunting and recre-
ation. In 1960, Stillman took an interest in reviving 
the declining art of carriage driving and the stables 
were expanded to accommodate Hackney horses 
and a Carriage House.

Stillman worked closely with Colonel Paul 
Downing, a consultant for Colonial Williamsburg 
and founding editor of The Carriage Journal, in 
developing his carriage collection and acquiring 
the appropriate appointments and harness. Over 
the years, 22 carriages were acquired and meticu-
lously restored. Each carriage is shiny and perfectly 
maintained. The Stillman family crest, in brass, is 
often attached to harnesses. Either the crest, the 
Stillman family monogram, or crossed yacht fl ags 
are painted on the carriages.

All of the carriages in the collection date from 
1850 to 1910. The collection features a Park Drag 

and George IV Phaeton by Brewster & Co., New York; a Roof Seat Break by 
A.S. Flandrau & Co., New York; and a Barouche by Barker & Co., London. A 
variety of sporting and formal carriages are also included.

House guests at Wethersfi eld were treated to daily carriage rides along the 
nearly 20 miles of carriage trails on the estate. From 1960 to 1976, Stillman and 
his team of whips and stablemen participated in and dominated driving com-
petitions at Newport, Devon, Springfi eld, and Toronto. Throughout his lifetime, 
he also hosted several carriage driving events at Wethersfi eld. On two occa-
sions, Stillman was invited to provide postillion-style coaches for the opening 
ceremony of the Royal Winter Fair in Toronto.  In 1967, a coach provided by 
Stillman carried Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and in 1974, a second coach 
carried Princess Anne and her husband, Capt. Mark Phillips.

The Farm is a facet of Wethersfi eld that takes the property back to its roots 
in 1937, when Chauncey Stillman purchased two adjacent dairy farms covering 
approximately 600 acres.

Wethersfi eld was one of the fi rst farms in Dutchess County to practice 
soil and water conservation. Early conservation practices included pasture 
improvement, improved drainage of lowlands, terracing steep slopes, and 
woodlot improvement.

As an early member of the Dutchess County Soil Conservation 
District, Wethersfi eld hosted a tour of the farm as an excellent example of 
conservation practices to delegates attending the United Nations Scientifi c 
Conference on the Conservation and Utilization of Natural Resources spon-
sored by the American Citizens Committee and the National Association of 
Conservation Districts on August 20, 1949. Today, farming at Wethersfi eld 
is carried on in the same tradition, and both fi eld crops and livestock are 
produced.

We have one more feature of Wethersfi eld to visit: the Wilderness, a seven-
acre wooded area located southwest of the House and looped by a carriage 
drive. Chauncey Stillman built the network of trails for his equestrian pursuits, 
and they were later expanded and used for carriage driving.

While the Wilderness is a natural setting less formally organized than the 
Garden, Stillman’s sense of order is very much in evidence. He had statues in-
stalled, and rhododendron and mountain laurel planted in the existing wooded 

Above: The lush trees and fi elds of Dutchess County form a perfect backdrop for this Brewster & 
Company Wagonette Break, built in 1900; Lower left: The Stillman family crest is attached to a saddle 
pad in the Wethersfi eld Carriage House.
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area. Hawks sitting on pillars framing a shallow pool with a vertical spout mark 
the entrance to the Wilderness. English sculptor Peter Watts and Polish-born 
sculptor Joseph Stachura created 16 statues during the late 1960s and 1970s 
that embellish the Wilderness.

A striking feature that divides the formal Garden and Wilderness is the 
Palladian Arch, a limestone structure inspired by the 18th-century neoclas-
sical Italian architecture of Palladio. While it occupies a distant location on 
the property, it can be clearly seen from any of the southern windows of 
the House.

Today, Wethersfi eld is a Dutchess County 
landmark and a destination that is a vital part of 
the immediate community.

As Elizabeth Wyckoff, President of the Board 
of Trustees of the Homeland Foundation, said: “We 
want Wethersfi eld to enrich the lives of people 
who visit it and to offer programs and events that 
will appeal to their higher aesthetic and spiritual 
sense. Going forward, we will endeavor to de-
velop programs that will make signifi cant and ef-
fective contributions to the local community.”

Local leaders and neighbors regard the 
farm and garden as a highly valued community 
asset. David Tetor, former Cornell Extension 
Agricultural Agent and former Stanford Town 
Supervisor, has memories of Wethersfi eld that 
go back several decades.

”Since the Foundation has taken over the 
management of Wethersfi eld from Mr. Stillman, 
they have done a very good job. It is well main-
tained and in spotless condition today,” Tetor said.

Farnham Collins, former Master of the 
Millbrook Hunt, also has a long history with the 
property. “Wethersfi eld is a beautiful property 
and clearly an asset to this whole community,” 
he said. “It has agricultural activities and eques-
trian activities and it has been well-maintained 
for decades. I think they maintain the place just 
as well as they did during Mr. Stillman’s lifetime.

“The Mi l lbrook Hunt held events  a t 
Wethersfi eld and Mr. Stillman hunted in the ’30s, 
’40s, and ’50s. Wethersfi eld still opens the property 
for those activities. The Homeland Foundation’s 
interest in the community today is focused almost 
entirely on the Wethersfi eld property.” 

A newer local resident is Soo Kim, who owns 
property adjoining Wethersfi eld. “Wethersfi eld repre-
sented an outdoor museum for Chauncey Stillman.” 
Kim said. I think that his original desire to preserve 
the environment has been captured in Wethersfi eld.

“You lead by action and Mr. Stillman acted to pre-
serve the property in a natural state for the community. 
In my own way, I try to do the same with my property. 
So I am trying to live up to Mr. Stillman’s idea by acting 
to preserve the natural beauty of my own property.

“The staff at Wethersfi eld are great. I can’t say enough 
about the work of the Homeland Foundation here.”

Elizabeth Wyckoff is looking to the future for 
Wethersfi eld and to how the Homeland Foundation 
can serve the surrounding community.

“We have some exciting plans in the works,” 
she said. “We are seeking to enhance our equestrian 
facilities and to increase their use by the immediate 
community. Going forward, we will endeavor to 
develop programs that will make signifi cant and effec-
tive contributions to local entities. We will be partner-
ing with other community organizations to identify 
and support the most worthy causes consistent with 
Homeland’s purpose. We will be participating in the 
Garden Conservancy’s nationally recognized Open 

Days Program, with a June 30 event at Wethersfi eld; we are exploring possibili-
ties of using Wethersfi eld as an outdoor classroom in which children can learn 
about nature, science, art, music, and literature; we are initiating a Friends and 
Sponsors of Wethersfi eld program giving special benefi ts to those who wish to 
support us at different levels; and we are planning a performing arts series. We 
are also working towards securing Wethersfi eld as a National Historic Landmark 
by the National Park Service. My goal is to share our treasure and give others 
the opportunity to enhance their appreciation for the aesthetic and spiritual 
consciousness that inspired Mr. Stillman’s ultimate artistic creation.”•

 Above: The classical Palladian Arch divides the formal Garden and the more natural Wilderness area at Wethersfi eld; Lower right: 
Looking east across the refl ecting pool in the Garden, our eyes are treated to a view of paired stone horses and Japanese yew.
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