
The rosier the news, the higher ranking
the official who announces it.

– H. R. Caffyn from The Official Explanations
by Paul Dickson

On the Cover
This year, Russia will host the G8 summit,
marking a high point in the remarkable
career of President Vladimir Putin, who
proves the truth of the old Russian say-
ing, “Diligence is the mother of success.”

Since first taking office in March
2000, Putin has led Russia into a new era
of modernization and prosperity, shak-
ing off the ghosts of the past by embracing
foreign investment and forging partner-
ships with other global powers character-

ized by “trust, predictability, and consideration for each other’s
interests,” and always founded “on democratic values.” For, as
he sees it, “relations between large and influential countries”
can never be “too good” – particularly in today’s world, where
nations are “united by the common fight against new challenges
and threats, and against international terrorism above all.”

Meanwhile, national affairs have by no means been ne-
glected. Buoyed by its “wealth of oil” and “very responsible eco-
nomic policies,” Russia’s “currency reserves are growing at
record levels,” Putin reports. Concurrently, the country’s notori-
ous “bureaucratic obstacles” are being removed and corrup-
tion is being tackled “at all levels,” in efforts to create a more
welcoming environment for foreign investors. After all, the pres-
ident asserts, “by attracting investors we contribute to Russia
and its interests first and foremost.” In an exclusive interview
with LEADERS Magazine (page 10), Putin outlines his vision for
the future of Russia, as a major player on the international
stage.

Economic growth is one topic discussed by the leaders in
hospitality featured in this issue’s executive travel section (page
66), who highlight a return to pre-9/11 levels of occupancy and
rates across the board. From spa and fitness provision to the
importance of personal service, the world’s leading hoteliers
share their insight into meeting the needs of today’s business
and leisure travelers.

LEADERS Magazine is published quarterly and circulated to dis-
tinguished leaders of the world. Circulation is strictly limited. To
receive LEADERS Magazine, one must be the leader of a nation, an
international company, a world religion, an international institute
of learning, or an international labor organization; or a chief finan-
cial officer, a major investor on behalf of labor or corporate pen-
sion funds, a chief information officer, a Nobel laureate, or a leader
in science or the arts.

LEADERS (ISSN 0163-3635) is published quarterly by LEADERS Magazine, Inc., 
59 East 54th Street, New York, NY 10022; telephone: 212-758-0740; telefax: 
212-593-5194. Henry O. Dormann, Chairman of the Board; Darrell J. Brown, 
Vice Chairman. Copyright ©2006 in the United States, Canada, and throughout
the world by LEADERS Magazine, Inc. Published simultaneously in the United
States and Canada. All rights reserved. It is strictly prohibited to store or repro-
duce material in this publication, in English or any other language, without
permission. No subscriptions are available. Periodical postage paid at New York,
NY, and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to LEADERS, 59 East 54th Street, New York, NY 10022.

LEADERS ® is a registered trademark of LEADERS Magazine, Inc.

Chairman and Editor-in-Chief: Henry O. Dormann

Vice Chairman and Editor: Darrell J. Brown

President and Executive Editor: David W. Schner

Vice President and 
General Manager: Gerard P. Cobleigh

Advertising Coordinator: Laurie McClure Ferber

Art Director: Ruth Nancy L. Aniceto

MIS and Circulation Director: Anthony Marotta

Assistant Office Manager: Wilson Sanchez

International Division 

John W. Teets, Chairman

Patrick J. Gillis, President

Central Europe Division

Alexander R. Serban, Director and Editor

China

Elizabeth H. Yang, China Chief Representative

Color Separation: Embassy Graphics
Printing and Binding: Quebecor World 

Credits: 
Cover, 10-12, Allan Tannenbaum; Cover design, Ruth Aniceto;
161, Neelabh Banerjee

POSTED WITH PERMISSION. COPYRIGHT © LEADERS MAGAZINE, INC.


