LETTERS FROM LEADERS

EDITORS’ NOTE: We have asked a number of world leaders for their words of inspira-
tion so they may be of help to the young future leaders of the world. These messages
will be published in book form for distribution to schools throughout the world. The
proceeds will be given to charity for scholarships for those who are in need.

We thought it would be appropriate to share some of these messages with you.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “The time is always right to do what is right.”
I think most people would agree with that. The tricky part, of course, is knowing
“what is right.” I wouldn’t try to tell others how to decide important matters, but I
will share with you how I try to work them out.

I have always been interested in what is going on around me. I listened,
observed, and read, taking the ideas and information that made sense to me and
adapting and adopting them for my life. I worked hard and then worked some
more, trying to be the best that I could possibly be at what I was doing. I learned
that tough times are a part of our journey in this life, but that challenges make life
interesting. Even though it can be painful and frightening at the time, the greater
the obstacle, the more glorious the moment of success. I decided not to close the
door of opportunity on myself just because I wasn’t sure I could do something.
Even when I didn’t get all the way to my goal, I found that when I tried as hard as
I could, I was much further along than I otherwise would have been. And I found
that the journey itself was a great adventure.

It is also important to have fun. I enjoyed my life. No matter where I was or
what I was doing, I took the positive from the experience and lived in the
moment, connecting with the people around me — whoever they were. I tried to
make people feel good about themselves and to make them laugh, if I could.

Most of all, I believed in God and the wisdom He has for what my life should be.

Using all of these lessons as my guiding principles, not how much money or
power and control over others I could command, I made the decisions I believed

in my heart at the time were right. I accepted the consequences of my choices.
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For me doing “what is right” is everything.

Muhammad Ali
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